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Asian/Paci�c American Month
APAHeritage

SPOTLIGHT

Is not only redefining what it means to be a poet, but he 
is also widening an entire legacy of Asian-American art.

ReGiE

Photo by Shyree Mezick for DCCAH

Regie Cabico is a fierce literary figure whose aim is to give as  many poets, especially contempo-
rary Asian Americans, as possible a chance to present their writing to the world.  One of over 22,000 Asian 
Americans living in the District and celebrating Asian American Heritage month this May, Regie repre-
sents just one component of a deep cultural imprint that continues to grow.  This month’s newsletter cel-
ebrates the achievements of DC’s Asian-American artists, a vital part of the city’s ever changing identity. 

Regie himself enjoys an ongoing relationship with the Commission---he has won numerous grants and 
awards, including 2008 Larry Neal Poetry Award,  Artist Fellowship, Small Projects, and most recently, 

the DCARTS International grants with Sol Y Soul. As for Washington, DC, Regie has grand 
plans. He expects the city to become a national home for spoken 

words artists, drawing as many of them as possible to bring their 
work here and become part of a promising, vital movement.

cabico

VIDEO SPOTLIGHT

Click here to view a calendar 
of events for Asian American 

Heritage Month

Watch the video!

http://newsroom.dc.gov/show.aspx/agency/apia/section/2/release/16887/year/2009/month/5
http://newsroom.dc.gov/show.aspx/agency/apia/section/2/release/16887/year/2009/month/5
http://newsroom.dc.gov/show.aspx/agency/apia/section/2/release/16887/year/2009/month/5
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbt744J30zk


GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The DC Commission on the Arts and 
Humanities is pleased to announce 
the release of its 2010 applications 
for funding. We invite you to ex-
plore more than 15 opportunities 
to showcase your creativity with 
the District through sharing an arts 
project with young students, host-
ing a festival or developing your 
own exhibition.

Grants 101 Video and Tutorial 

Guide to Grants

Workshop Wednesdays

Panelists

http://www.dcarts.dc.gov/dcarts/cwp/view,a,3,q,643478.asp
http://www.dcarts.dc.gov/dcarts/frames.asp?doc=/dcarts/lib/dcarts/FY_2010_Guide_to_Grants_5-1-09-1.pdf
http://www.dcarts.dc.gov/dcarts/cwp/view,a,3,q,528412,dcartsNav,|31599|.asp
http://dcarts.dc.gov/dcarts/cwp/view,a,3,q,528517,dcartsNav,|31599|.asp




The DC Creates! Public Art Program will issue a call to artists at the 
end of May to add new works to its growing Art Bank Collection. 
Our program seeks to purchase works from local artists. Contact Beth 
Baldwin at Beth.Baldwin@dc.gov for more information, including a 
schedule of workshops to be held during Artomatic on how to 
present your work. 

CALL TO ARTISTS

mailto:Beth.Baldwin%40dc.gov?subject=


2009 FIESTA ASIA STREET FESTIVAL
BRINGS A FUN FILLED-DAY FOR FAMILIES:

Enjoy live performances by musicians, vocalists, and 
dance artists. Sample mouth-watering Pan-Asian cuisine 

and browse through the multi-cultural marketplace. 
Prepare to be wowed by martial arts performances, learn 

from cooking demonstrations and stroll through exhibits of 
traditional and contemporary Asian crafts! For more informa-
tion please visit www.asiaheritagefoundation.org 

YOU’RE INVITED: 
ARTHOUSE @ ARTOMATIC: 
Join us on Monday, June 1st  from 
7:00 PM to10:00 PM as DCCAH 
hosts ArtHouse at Artomatic’s 
tenth anniversary opening to net-
work our community of artists and 
art lovers .

DANCING THROUGH 
THE ASIAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE:
The Dana Tai Soon Burgess Dance Company,  will premier 
its latest work-in-progress Island along with Chino Latino 
and Hyphen at to kick-off Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month. Burgess explains his inspiration for exploring Asian-
American cultural identity through dance in a post-perfor-
mance discussion. Click here for more information.

Date: Friday, May 8, 2009
Time: 6:00pm

Location: Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
McEvoy Auditorium, lower level

STIMULUS MONEY:
DCCAH is proud to announce a new program to re-grant 
almost $250,000 from the National Endowment for the 
Arts as part of the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009. These funds will be distributed through 
a competitive applica-

tion process to District of 
Columbia arts organiza-
tions that are struggling 
to maintain crucial staff 

positions. Grants must be 
used to support salaries, in 

full or in part, for jobs that 
are in jeopardy of being cut 

due to the current economic 
climate. 

Applications for funding 
will be available in early July.
www.dcarts.dc.gov

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Photo by Mary Noble Ours

Artomatic’s 2009 showcase showdown is ready to rock it in style. City 
Paper’s 2009 BEST OF readers choice issue named Artomatic DC’s next 
best arts festival. Over 900 artists 100 performances are set to exhibit 
when Artomatic hits Half Street’s 55 M St. SE - above the Navy Yard 
Metro station in DC’s Capitol Riverfront  from May 29 – July 5. For more 
information visit www.artomatic.org or blog.artomatic.org

For more information, visit 
us at www.dcarts.dc.gov  

PERFORMING ARTS PRE-
SENTERS INITIATIVE:
The program awards grants up to $2,000 
to nonprofits presenting a professional 
performing artist or ensemble based 
outside of Washington, DC but within the 
mid-Atlantic region.

GRANT APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
Thursday, May 14, 2009, 7:00 PM. 

CONTACT:  
Victoria.Murray@dc.gov

Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009
Time: 11:00am -7pm
Location: Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW between 3rd St. 
& 6th St.

http://www.asiaheritagefoundation.org/
http://americanart.si.edu/calendar/event/?key=3710&date=2009-05-08
http://www.dcarts.dc.gov/dcarts/site/default.asp
http://www.artomatic.org/
http://blog.artomatic.org/
www.dcarts.dc.gov
mailto:Victoria.Murray%40dc.gov?subject=


STEP AFRIKA!
Step Afrika! is bringing “stepping” 
home to the historic Atlas Performing 
Arts Center with its celebration of Step 
Afrika! 15th Anniversary Home Perfor-
mance Series from May 27 through May 
31.  Step Afrika! will be in the company 
of the Series’ Honorary Chair Neil Al-
bert, DC’s Deputy Mayor for Planning 
and Economic Development and will 
welcome special guest artists Jason Ni-
ous of Cirque du Soleil’s “Ka” in Las Vegas 
and the W.E.S. Group Jazz Quartet. For 
more information about Step Afrika! 
www.stepafrika.org

THE 2009 BIG READ:
The Big Read and George 
Pelacono’s, Honorary Chair, 
encourages D.C. to get involved 
and read The Heart Is a Lonely 
Hunter by Carson McCullers! 
Participate in activities through 
out the District now through 
May 28. For a calendar and 
more information visit 
www.wdchumanities.org or 
call 202-387-8391.

EVENTS

LARRY NEAL WRITERS’  
AWARDS CEREMONY 
This spring, the Commission again brings to life 
Larry Neal Awards Competition, now in its 26th 
year. These awards immortalize Neal’s brilliance by 
celebrating ambitious writers who have a unique 
vision and stunning execution. Neal, who was the 
Executive Director of DCCAH for three years and 
saw immense potential in our city, appreciated art 
that spoke primarily to the needs of the people. Larry 
Neal believed in a wide world that embraced endless 
cultural differences and room for growth and our past 
winners have demonstrated nothing less. They have 
used writing to paint their space and redefine it in a way 
that speaks to their hearts and minds.

Date: May 8,2009
Time: 6:00pm
Location: Theater J - Washington DC JCC ,
1529 16th Street, NW 

THE POET-IN-PROGRESS 
READING SERIES 
The Poet Laureate of Washington, D.C., 

Dolores Kendrick, hosts a special evening 
of poetry by five poets. The Poet-In-

Progress Program is designed to sup-
port and nurture emerging poets 

who have yet to be published but 
possess talents worthy of print 
and deserving of initiatives that 

will jump start their career. For more 
information contact Carell Kent at 
Carell.Kent@dc.gov 
 
Date: Friday, May 22, 2009
Time: 6:00pm
Location: Folger Shakespeare 
Library Haskell Center

http://www.stepafrika.org/home.htm
www.nea.gov
mailto:Carell.Kent%40dc.gov?subject=


ARTISTIC BIKE RACKS 
DC Mayor Adrian M. Fenty and Ward 6 
Councilmember Tommy Wells joined the 
DC Commission on the Arts and Humani-
ties DC Creates! Public Art program and the 
District Department of Transportation as we 
unveiled twenty-eight artistically designed 
bike racks by 6 local artists.  The DC Creates 
Public Art program issued a call inviting art-
ists to enhance the city’s standard bike racks 
by creating unique designs that could be 
placed in various locations city-wide. Art-
ists were encouraged to incorporate their 
interpretation of the “DC experience” into 
their artwork. For more information contact 
DCCAH DC Creates Public Art Coordinator 
Deirdre Ehlen at Deirdre.Ehlen@dc.gov or 
202-724-5613.
 

RENDERINGS AT ADAMS MORGAN:
On Tuesday, April 21, the DC Creates! Public Art Program held an open house in the Ad-
ams Morgan neighborhood to view renderings of three proposed public art installations 
for the plaza at the corner of Adams Mill Road and Columbia Road, NW.   Members of 
the community participated and shared their thoughts on the three public art designs 
semi-finalists James Simon, Michael Milbourne, and Owen Morrel.   One of the artists’ 
proposals will be selected for permanent instal lation in the plaza.  The final decision will 
be made by June 2009.  For further informationa bout the selection process, contact 
Deirdre Ehlen at Deirdre.Ehlen@dc.gov

PUBLIC ART

mailto:Deirdre.Ehlen%40dc.gov?subject=
mailto:Deirdre.Ehlen%40dc.gov?subject=


PARTNERSHIPS

CULTURECAPITAL.COM
CultureCapital.com connects you to Greater Washington DC’s 
thriving arts and culture community. This virtual arts marketplace 
provides comprehensive information and reliable ticket-purchase 
options for shows, performances, classes and exhibitions offered 
by more than 300 regional arts organizations and cultural institu-
tions, making it the region’s richest and most diverse collection of 
arts and culture activities.
 
Eileen Rappoport, Vice President Operations Cultural 
Alliance of Greater Washington
1436 U Street NW, Suite 103
Washington, DC 20009
Phone (202) 638-2406
Web: www.culturecapital.com
Email: info@culturalcapital.com

HUMANITIES COUNCIL OF 
WASHINGTON, DC
The Humanities Council of Washington, DC is a private, non-
profit organization that funds and conducts humanities-
based cultural and educational programs for Washingtonians 
in every ward. It is not a Federal or a District agency.
 
Lisa Alfred, Deputy Director
925 U Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Phone (202) 387-8391
Web: www.wdchumanities.org
Email: lalfred@wdchumanities.org

WASHINGTON AREA LAWYERS 
FOR THE ARTS (WALA)
WALA provides education, advocacy and volunteer legal ser-
vices through workshops and seminars, legal clinics for artists 
and arts organizations, and pro-bono referral services.

901 New York Avenue, NW
Suite P1
Washington, DC 20001-4413
Phone (202) 289-4440
Web: www.thewala.org 

WASHINGTON POSTPOINTS
The DCCAH is proud to have the Washington PostPoints as a 
partner. To find out more about the Washington Post’s com-
mitment to the community through PostPoints Partnerships, 
promotional advertising and auction items please visit
www.washpost.com/community

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS
The National Endowment for the Arts is a public agency dedicated 
to supporting excellence in the arts, both new and established; 
bringing the arts to all Americans; and providing leadership in arts 
education. Established by Congress in 1965 as an independent 
agency of the federal government, the Endowment is the nation’s 
largest annual funder of the arts, bringing great art to all 50 states, 
including rural areas, inner cities, and military bases.

National Endowment for the Arts · an independent federal agency
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW Washington, DC 20506
202-833-4000
www.nea.gov

DC ARTS & HUMANITIES 
EDUCATION COLLABORATIVE
The DC Collaborative believes that the arts—inclusive of music, 
visual arts, theater, dance, and literary arts—are central to the 
education of every student. 

La’Tasha Banks, Program Coordinator
1835 14th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20009
Phone (202) 204-7750
Web: www.dccollaborative.org
Email: latasha@dccollaborative.org

The collaborative efforts between DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities and each of our partners is to actively strive 
to create and maintain relationships with artists, arts educators and their resources. Together, we are working  to make art 
relevant to working artists and their communities.

ARTOMATIC
Provides a forum for artists to convene, perform and exhibit, 
strengthening Washington’s arts community.  This year attend 
Artomatic, the Event from May 29 - July 5, 2009 at 55 M Street, 
SE.

George Koch, Chair
1629 K Street, NW Suite 300
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 607-0879
Web: www.artomatic.org
Email: Info@artomatic.org

 

http://www.culturecapital.com
mailto:info%40culturalcapital.com%20?subject=
http://www.wdchumanities.org
mailto:lalfred%40wdchumanities.org?subject=
http://www.thewala.org
http://www.washpost.com/community 
http://www.washpost.com/community 
http://www.nea.gov/
http://www.dccollaborative.org
mailto:latasha%40dccollaborative.org%20?subject=
http://www.artomatic.org
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GRANT PROGRAMS

Programs  Description  Grant Amounts  

City Arts Projects Encourages the growth of quality arts activities throughout the city, supports 
local artists, and makes arts experiences accessible to District residents.  

$1,000 - $5,000

Arts Education Projects Provides training and in-depth exploration of artistic disciplines to students 
from pre-K through 12th grades. 

$1,000 - $5,000

Folk & Traditional Arts Program Provides funding for artists and arts organizations practicing or supporting 
folk traditions. 

$500 - $1,000

Hip Hop Community Arts Funds programs that encourage the growth of quality Hip Hop arts activities.  $1,000 - $2,500

Elders Learning Through The Arts Funds artists and arts organizations that provide training and in-depth explo-
ration of artistic disciplines to seniors. 

$500 - $5,000

Small Projects Program Provides funds to individual artists and arts organizations for small-scale arts 
projects with budgets under $4,000. 

Up to $2,000

Artist Fellowship Program (Perform-
ing & Literary Arts)

Provides support for individual artists who make a significant contribution to 
the arts.

$5,000

Arts Teacher Fellowships (DC Public 
and Charter School teachers only)

Funds DC Public Schools and public charter schools to support the develop-
ment and implementation of innovative teaching strategies according to 
DCPS Arts Content Standards.

Up to $2,500

Below is a quick reference sheet of available grants opportunities. 
For comprehensive information go to www.dcarts@dc.gov

Young Artist Program Funds young artists between the ages of 18 to 30 years old. Category 1: up to $2,500        
Category 2: up to $3,500

Public Art Building Communities 
Grants 

Funds individuals and nonprofit organizations for the creation and installation 
of permanent public art projects with a life span of at least five years. 

$1,000 - $20 ,000

DC Creates Public Art Funds the commission or purchase of works of high quality art located in pub-
lic places throughout the District, including District government buildings, 
schools, libraries, parks, hospitals and any other sites under direct jurisdiction 
and stewardship of the District. 

Varies by initiative

DC COMMISSION ON THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES GRANT OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
INDIVIDUALS

 

www. dcarts.dc.gov


Programs  Description  Grant Amounts  

Grants-In-Aid Funds general operating expenses and financial assistance to nonprofit arts 
organizations.  

$3,000 - $30,000

City Arts Projects Encourages the growth of quality arts activities throughout the city, supports 
local artists, and makes arts experiences accessible to District residents.  

$1,000 - $30,000

Arts Education Projects Provides training and in-depth exploration of artistic disciplines to students 
from pre-K through 12th grades. 

$1,000 - $30,000

Festivals DC Funds arts festivals or festivals with significant arts components that: encour-
age growth and promote awareness of quality arts activities throughout the 
city, support local artists, stimulate economic benefits to the community, pro-
mote a sense of community identity, and make arts experiences accessible to 
District residents and visitors.  

$1,000 - $30,000

East of the River Arts Program  Funds targeted at Wards 7 and 8. Category 1: up to $5,000 
Category 2: up to $20,000

DC UPSTART Program  Capacity-building program for small to mid-size arts organizations.  Cohort A up to $100,000 
Cohort B up to $30,000

Folk & Traditional Arts Program Provides funding for artists and arts organizations practicing or supporting 
folk traditions. 

$500 - $1,000

Hip Hop Community Arts Funds programs that encourage the growth of quality Hip Hop arts activities.  $1,000 - $5,000

Elders Learning Through The Arts Funds artists and arts organizations that provide training and in-depth explo-
ration of artistic disciplines to seniors. 

$500 - $5,000

Artists In Schools Grants that encourage creative arts education projects in D.C. Public Schools 
(DCPS) and Public Charter Schools and support the development and imple-
mentation of innovative teaching strategies aligned with DCPS Arts Content 
Standards. 

Up to $2,500

Small Projects Program Provides funds to individual artists and arts organizations for small-scale arts 
projects with budgets under $4,000. 

Up to $2,000

Capital Region Touring  Funds presenters to book performing artists included on the Maryland State 
Arts Council’s artist touring roster. 

Up to $5,000

Cultural Facilities Program Provides funds to help defray costs related to the improvement, expansion 
and rehabilitation of existing buildings owned or leased by nonprofit cultural 
institutions. 

$20,000 - $100,000

Public Art Building Communities 
Grants 

Funds  and nonprofit organizations for the creation and installation of perma-
nent public art projects with a life span of at least five years. 

$1,000 - $100,000

DC Creates Public Art Funds the commission or purchase of works of high quality art located in pub-
lic places throughout the District, including District government buildings, 
schools, libraries, parks, hospitals and any other sites under direct jurisdiction 
and stewardship of the District. 

Varies by initiative

DC COMMISSION ON THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES GRANT OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
ORGANIZATIONS



Anne Ashmore-Hudson, Ph.D., Chair WARD 1

Rhona Wolfe Friedman, J.D., Vice Chair WARD 2

Marvin Joseph Bowser WARD 7   

Christopher Cowan WARD 3

Lou Hill Davidson WARD 2     

Rebecca Fishman WARD 2  

Rogelio Maxwell WARD 3   

Tendani Mpulubusi WARD 8  

Marsha Ralls WARD 2   

Bernard Richardson WARD 1   

Deborah Royster WARD 4  

Michael R. Sonnenreich WARD 2

Judith Terra WARD 4  

Lavinia Wohlfarth WARD 5   

Gloria Nauden Executive Director 

Shai Littlejohn Deputy Director

Moshe Adams Legislative and Grants Assistant  

Curtia Ashton Staff Assistant/Human Resources Advisor 

Beth Baldwin Art Bank Coordinator                                

Ebony Blanks Arts Program Coordinator                         

Catherine Cleary Legislative and Grants Manager 

Rachel Dickerson Public Art Manager                                  

Deirdre Ehlen DC Creates Public Art Coordinator

Lamont A. Harrell Director of Partnerships and Development                                

Charlese Jennings Information Specialist 

Dolores Kendrick Poet Laureate of the District of Columbia   

Carell Kent Executive Assistant to the Director    

Yuyu Kim Graphic Designer/Animator  

Rod Little Art Director

Shyree Mezick Community Outreach 

Victoria Murray Program Assistant 

Carolyn Parker Office Manager

Keona Pearson Legislative and Grants Assistant 

Marquis Perkins Director of Marketing

Lisa Richards Toney Arts Program Coordinator

Jessica Chambliss Intern
Leonice Joseph Intern 
Andrea S. McPherson Intern
Tala Rahmeh Intern

1371 Harvard St. N.W.
Washintgon D.C. 20009

(202) 724-5613
(202) 724-4493
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Did you know ...
The Stars and Bars of the D.C. 

flag is modeled after the code 

of arms of President George 

Washington’s family.

Our Mission at The DC Commis-

sion on the Arts and Humanities

is to provide grants, programs 

and educational activities that 

encourage diverse artistic expres-

sions and learning opportunities, 

so that all District of Columbia 

residents and visitors can experi-

ence the rich culture of our city.    

COMMISSIONERS

D CCAH STAFF

ARTIFACT

MISSION

DCCAH’S NEW DEPUTY DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL
The DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities would like to introduce you to Shai Littlejohn, our new 
Deputy Director. You may recognize Shai as the former general counsel of the DC Sports and Entertain-
ment Commission, where she was responsible for contracting and procurement, negotiations, strategic 
communications, grants program management and oversight for legal affairs  related to the construc-
tion of the Washington Nationals Ballpark. She also filled the roles of acting Chief Executive Officer and 
Chief of Staff during vacancies and absences,managing the daily activities of the Commission. 

http://dcarts.dev.dc.gov/dcarts/site/default.asp?dcartsNav_GID=

